DIARY AND  LETTERS  OF           [CHAP. XIII.
that men who have lived in the world fifty years should believe that opposition, founded on strong direct personal interests, can be instantly calmed by a few honeyed expressions. The present idea is that it will have a wonderful effect in the provinces, but I can conceive of no other effect there than to create animosity. The noblesse will consider it as the effect of the thraldom in which he is held, and the populace as a declaration of war against their superiors. The Abbe* Delille repeats some verses, his 'Catacombs.' They are very fine, and very well spoken, but I remark to him that one of his lines is un peu fort:
1II ne voit que la nuit, rientend que la silence.'
He tells me he is surprised that I, above all men, should make that remark, who must certainly remember Milton's ' darkness visible.' There is a difference, however, both in the phrase and in the idea ; there is a difference, also, in the kind of poem, and perhaps Milton was on the verge, at least, of bombast in that expression. However, I do not discuss the matter further with him."
Just as Morris was hoping to arrange satisfactorily the affair of a loan on the debt to France with houses in Holland, he received the information " that the houses in Holland have not only refused to be connected with me, either as parties or on commission, but have opened a loan
|                               for 3,000,000! on account of Congress, and written a letter
to Mr. Hamilton * and M. Necker urging them not to agree. Go to Mr. Short's to see the letter to Hamilton, which, besides being a very foolish one, is, like all the rest, a violation of the promises made to me. I tell Van Staphorst my opinion of their conduct, which he acknowledges to be just. I have disagreeable forebodings about the af-
* Alexander Hamilton, Secretary of the Treasury of the United States.
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